Wanna Save Gas?

You can’t change the price of gas, but you can change how you use it.

While you’re waiting in line for gas, please read over some of these gas-saving tips.
Independently, they may not make much of a difference, but by keeping these tips in
mind, you can make significant changes in your fuel economy.

For more fuel-saving tips and other useful information, visit www.ecomodder.com

1) Minimize air conditioning use

Air conditioning requires a lot of
power. Use it sparingly.

Driving at city speeds, you'll save
fuel by using your flow through vents
and opening windows.

At highway speeds, whether A/C is
more or less efficient than opening
windows will depend on the speed,
your vehicle's aerodynamics and A/C
design

3) Windows up

Drive with windows up at higher
speeds to minimize aerodynamic drag.
Use flow-through ventilation if possible.

5) Lane of least resistance

In multi-lane traffic, choose the "lane
of least resistance" to avoid
unneccessary and unpredictable
braking/changes in speed.

EG. avoid lanes where buses are
starting and stopping, or cars may be
braking unpredictably to turn into
driveways/parking lot entrances.

7) Minimize idling when stopped

If you're going to be stopped for
more than a few seconds, shift to
neutral and shut off your engine. This
is one of the main reasons hybrid
vehicles get such good fuel economy
in urban driving.

2) Take the road less traveled

Generally speaking, if you have the
option of choosing lightly traveled
roads over busier ones, you give
yourself more flexibility to employ a
wider range of fuel saving techniques
than if you are surrounded by other
vehicles.

You may even find that a somewhat
longer, lightly traveled route may result
in lower overall amount of fuel used
than the shorter, busier route.

4) Avoid drive-thrus
Avoid drive thru windows. They lead
to excessive idling.

6) Avoid peak traffic

If you have the option, avoid travel
during peak traffic times. With the
roads full of other drivers, you have
fewer options for using driving
techniques that the herd doesn't
typically use or tolerate (e.g. reduced
highway speeds, drawn out coasting
up to stop signs, etc).

8) Cruise control

Only use cruise control on flat roads.
On hilly roads, cruise responds to
changes in grade - by feeding in more
throttle on the uphill and releasing on
the descent - in the exact opposite way
an efficient driver would.



9) Drive with load (DWL)

AKA "target driving". Put most
simply, this technique is accomplished
by choosing a "target" rate of fuel
consumption and ensuring you don't
fall below it on. In other words, you will
back off the accelerator and lose
speed (possibly also downshifting) as
you climb, and gain that speed back on
the descent. Obviously the ability to
use this technique without adversely
affecting other drivers depends on the
traffic situation.

11) Reduce speed

Aerodynamic drag increases
exponentially with speed, so reduce
highway cruising speed as much as
practical and safe.

Generally, a vehicle's most efficient
speed is just after its highest gear has
engaged.

13) Heavy traffic: play the accordion
If faced with worst-case "stop &
craw!" traffic conditions, leave as much
space ahead of you as possible and
continually "accordion" that space to

keep your vehicle moving near a
constant speed while the cars in front
of you stop & start.

10) "Drive without brakes" (DWB)

Minimize use of the brake pedal.
Each time you press it, you're
effectively converting gasoline into
brake dust and heat.

Driving as if you have no brakes will
cause you to do two things: 1) reduces
'excessive' acceleration, and, 2)
extends the amount of time you spend
coasting down to stops and turns.

Obviously you have to balance use
of this technique against traffic
conditions so as not to adversely affect
other drivers.

12) Leave early and don't rush

The enemy of efficient driving is
finding yourself in a rush. Leave for
your destination a little early so you
don't feel pressure to drive faster,
brake later and otherwise fall back into
bad habits.

Driving efficiently can be much more
relaxing than the typical person's
driving style, but you need to allow a
bit of extra time.

14) Park and ride (bicycle)

If part of your commute is not biker
friendly, travel to a point that is and
then bike the rest of the way.

The "park and ride" concept can
also be applied to carpooling and
mixed private/public transit travel.



